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My mumôs first garden party was held in 1976. It was 

my father Jack Partonôs who first suggested it, to raise 

money for the restoration of the bells at All Saintsô.  

Revd John Linford undertook a sponsored walk with his 

brother along the entire length of Offaôs Dyke for the 

same purpose the following year.   

For the next ten years Mum opened her garden to the 

public, ending in around 1986; the events were in fact a 

cross between a fete with stalls and a garden party with 

tea and cakes. There were always lots of tables selling 

things like cakes, marmalades and jams.   

Apart from the first one, all the others were held in aid of 

the Childrenôs Society, whose mission is to make life 

better for all children. The events were held at number 

5, Parkdale and all the family were involved, together 

with lots of my mumôs friends from All Saintsô Mothersô  

Union. John Harper, the regional director of the  

Childrenôs Society, usually attended with his wife.  

Clockwise from top left: 
Scene from a typical  
garden party at  
5 Parkdale;  
Sedgley Morris Men  
perform at a party;  
Pam and her brother 
David submit to a soaking 
in the wet sponge  
throwing event;  
Edna Morgan (leaning 
over the bottle stall), who 
was great friends with Lil 
and led All Saintsô  
Mothersô Union for many 
years.  
 


